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Giving Back To 
A University She Loves 
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ing? What career move could possi-
bly be worth death? I argued with 
her for days, furious arguments in 
which I said terrible things. But she 
didn't answer back - because I 
never said these things to her direct-
ly. I said them to the wall. I said 
them to the sky. I said them to her 
face, looking back at me in the mir-
ror. 
There's a certain responsibility 















































accept over the years; your love 
must be unconditional and selfless. 
When everyone else fails your twin, 
you must be there. So I swallowed 
my dread and sang into the mouth-
piece of the telephone, "I'm so happy 
for you! What an honor." It would 
take months before I would under-
stand why she wanted to go, why 
she needed to go, and why, eventu-





























The staff taught me to wear 
long shirts that covered my behind 
and how to carry my purse on the 
crook of my arm just like my 
grandmother would. On the streets, 
I was not supposed to laugh or look 
a man in the eye, lest he think I 
was a flirting whore. 
I disappeared into my Iraqi 
identity, even adopting an Iraqi 
name that the translators could use 
to summon me when we were out-
side. I was a homemaker, deaf and 
dumb, which would explain why I 
could not communicate if the insur-
gents ever stopped our car. When I 
was out reporting, I never told peo-
ple on the street that I worked for 
The Washington Post. In some 
instances, I kept completely silent so 





































































with the troops. In Tell Them I Didn't Cry, 
Spinner describes a mortar attack on the 
Sheraton, the Bureau's location in Iraq: 
The first mortar sailed over our 
heads. We barely glanced up. It 
seemed too far away. Pfffft. The sec-
ond mortar shot over us. We looked 
up. That was close, I said, the words 
barely out of my mouth before a 
large crack and flash of fire explod-
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Tim Jones  Training Center Coordinator  American Honda Motor Company  Jason Hines  Security Coordinator  Jet Blue 
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Purchase The Latest In SIU Apparel & Accessories Today! 
WHEN ABE MARTIN REVIVED SIU BASEBALL IN  1947, 
HE TURNED TO A 30­YEAR­OLD FORMER  PRISONER OF WAR 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































fL  IBi'  ^  On a cool and windy day, 
teams used wooden bats 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SIU Professor Donates 
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